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Kindergarten show canceled so kids can keep studying to become ‘college 
and career ready.’  Really. 

Washington Post story, April 26, 2014



The reason for eliminating the Kindergarten show is simple.  We 
are responsible for preparing children for college and 

career with valuable lifelong skills and know that 
we can best do that by having them become 

strong readers, writers, coworkers and problem 
solvers. Please do not fault us for making professional 

decisions that we know will never be able to please everyone. 
But know that we are making these decisions with the interests 

of all children in mind.



IMPACT OF COMMON CORE

Source: www.commoncore.org



Common Core The Arts



David Coleman, Lead Writer, Common Core K-5 
ELA Standards



“What do the arts do that literacy teachers could learn from?  
What do the arts tend to be better at than the literacy 

profession?”



- How Common Core Addresses the Arts

- NCCAS/Arts Integration and Common Core

- Examples of Student Work

- What Pre-ServiceTeachers Should Know About 
Common Core



The implementation of Common Core State Standards 
is a full-school endeavor, not just a project for math 

and English Language Arts (ELA) teachers.  In addition 
to the ELA standards, the Common Core State Standards 

include Literacy (reading and writing) standards for the 
“specialized disciplines” of history, social studies, 
science, and technical subjects for grades 6-12.     
Teachers of all grades and subjects can 

integrate math and literacy skills and activities 
into their disciplines in order to utilize 

Common Core to improve student learning 
across the board.  



Technical subjects – A course devoted to a practical 
study, such as engineering, technology, design, 

business, or other workforce-related subject; a 
technical aspect of a wider field of study, 
such as art or music (p. 43 of Appendix A of 

Common Core State Standards for English Language 
Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, 

and Technical Subjects).



Arts References in Common Core ELA Standards 

Anchor Standard 
category 

Total # of grade-level 
standards 

Total # of standards 
containing arts 

references 

Reading 
220 

(110 informational text;  
110 literature) 

50 

Writing 110 8 

Speaking and 
Listening 66 16 

Language 66 1 

Source: NCCAS



PHASE I: CONTENT-BASED 
ALIGNMENT

RL.2.4: Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, 
alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply rhythm and 
meaning in a story, poem, or song.



Phase II: 
Skills-Based Alignment

In the National Core Arts Standards, the creative practices 
are a springboard and bridge for the application of the 

artistic processes across all five arts disciplines and 
disciplines outside the arts (NCCAS, 2012).





















- Create (creativity)

- Informing the public

- Symbolism

- Perspective

- History 

- Geography and culture

- Better citizens









“Research and support was required for most of the 
components.  It required different types of thinking and 

ideas, and claims had to be supported.  In the narrative (for 
example, if the kids wanted to kill off a character (and oh did 

they ever!), it had to be historically appropriate.

Perhaps the best part of the Appalachian Spring unit is that I 
was learning the content with them, and I coached their 
research and writing, but didn't/couldn't take over as a 
talking head expert- they really had ownership of the 

process.”

Kathleen Rutledge
Language Arts Teacher

Millington Middle School





Tips For Pre-Service Teachers

- Despite what you’ve read and have been told, the Common 
Core standards impact ALL teachers.  

- Know the content of other curricular areas taught in your 
building.  If you don’t know it (and you won’t right away), go and 

talk to the teachers.  Collaboration is the lifeblood of good 
teaching.  

- Learn and speak the language of the Common Core 
standards.

- Construct a strategy on how you will align your instruction 
with the standards, and be prepared to provide evidence of 



Tips For Pre-Service Teachers

- To non-arts teachers- your music, visual arts, theatre, and 
dance teachers are specialists in their fields.  In most cases, these 

people have spent years perfecting their crafts BEFORE they 
attended college to receive a teaching endorsement.  They are 

divergent thinkers, are “comfortable being 
uncomfortable” (Eisner), and are highly creative.  Take some time 

to get to know what they are doing in their classes…it may 
surprise you how valuable they can be (and are) to the entire 

school’s success.  



A treasure is to be valued for its own sake and not for 
what it will buy- Graham Greene
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